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British Medical Association. 
CURRENT NOTES. 


Port Elizabeth Branch. 
THE inaugural dinner of the Port Elizabeth Branch of the 
British Medical Association was held on June 29th, the 
President, Dr. H. Ellis Brown, taking the chair, supported 
by Mr. A. Linton, the mayor; Mr. D. Eadie, the chief 
magistrate; Mr. J. W. Couldridge, the president of the 
Port Elizabeth and District Chemists’ Association; and 
Dr. H. St. J. Randell, president of the Port Elizabeth and 
District Dental Association. After the usual loyal toasts 
the president proposed ‘‘ The Old Port Elizabeth and 
Uitenhage Medical Society,’? which was enthusiastically 
received. The chief magistrate, Mr. D. Eadie, proposing 
the toast of ‘‘ The British Medical Association with its 
new Branch,’ gave an account of the objectives of the 
Association, and commented on the unselfish ideals and 
the valuable services that characterized the society. He 
had been surprised to find how much useful work had been 
performed by the Association in connexion with legislation 
and other matters of supreme public importance, such as 
public health, food adulteration, medical laws, and the 
Factory Acts. He considered that the advice of the Asso- 
ciation must be of the greatest value to law makers 
throughout the empire. Dr. Ellis Brown, in his reply, 
explained how the Association encouraged the pursuit of 
knowledge, and gave general assistance ia medical con- 
cerns. Great credit, he said, was due to Dr. R. M. Leith 
for the assistance he had given in the formation of the 
new Branch. Dr, Andrew Steward proposed the health 
of ‘‘Our Guests,” interspersing his speech with many 
humorous anecdotes. He made reference also to the many 
problems concerning public health with which they were 
faced at the present time. The mayor, Mr. A. Linton, in 
his reply to this toast, eulogized the work of the Asso- 
ciation in combating disease of all kinds, and commented 
on the rapid strides which medical science was making 
to-day. He believed that the great advance made by the 
city of Port Elizabeth during the last twenty years would 
be considered negligible compared with the progress that 
seemed probable during the coming twenty years. Dr. 
A. St. J. Randell also replied to the toast, and referred 
‘o the presence of representatives of the law and the 
chemists at this inaugural dinner of the new Branch. He. 
ilso alluded to the fine record of the Association, and 


congratulated the Branch on its choice of Dr. Ellis Brown 
for its first president. The proceedings terminated with 
a very cordial tribute of thanks to Dr. Ellis Brown. 


Communications to Medical Secretary during the Month 
of August. 


The Medical Secretary, Dr. Cox, is at present on holiday 
and will not return to the office until August 31st. Until 
that date letters requiring attention should be addressed 
to the Medical Secretary officially and not to Dr,- Cox 
personally, 


ANNUAL MEETING, BATH, 1925. 


EVENING ENTERTAINMENTS. 
Receptions and Dances. 

On the night of Tuesday, July 2ist, after the adjourned 
Annua! General Meeting at the Palace Theatre, a brilliant 
Reception was given in the historic Assembly Rooms by 
the President and Mrs. F. G. Thomson. The entrance hall, 
the octagon, and other parts of the building had been 
beautifully decorated with flowers. Tho fine apartment, 
inadequately described as the ‘‘ tea room,’’ was used for 
dancing to excellent music by the Clifford Essex orchestra. 
In the absence of the President, owing to his illness, the 
guests were welcomed by Mrs, Thomson and Mr. Malcolm 
Thomson, their son, who had read the Presidential Address 
with such grace and effect earlier in the evening. 
Mrs. Thomson carried a bouquet of fine carnations, pre- 
sented to her by Lady Stothert on behalf of the Ladies 
Executive Committee. Among the company who attended 
the reception were the Mayor of Bath (Alderman Chivers), 
the Mayoress (Madame Sarah Grand), the Marquess of 
Bath, Field-Marshal Lord Methuen and Lady Methuen, 
Lady Grant-Duff, Sir Percy Stothert, and a very large 
number of members of the British Medical Association and 
ladies. Most of the medical guests wore academic robes, 
which looked well in the Georgian setting. A special 
service ef omnibuses ran from the Palace Theatre to the 
Assembly Rooms by way of Gay Street, Queen Square, and 
The Circus. This route looked charming in the glow of 
Chinese lanterns, and the foliage of the Queen Square trees 
-was lit up by beams of soft light from hidden lamps. 

Reference was made in a leading article last week to 
the magnificent Civic Reception given by the Mayor of 
‘Bath (Alderman Chivers) at the Grand ae Room on 
the evening of Wednesday, July 22nd. Through the 
generous enterprise of the host the space available for this 
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Annual Meeting: Entertainments. 


great gathering, which numbered some 2,500, had been 
increased by the erection of a large temporary reception 
hall, with annexes, in the Abbey Churchyard: With the 
aid of these extensions the accommodation in the Pump 
Room and Roman Bath suite was amply sufficient, and 
as every part (except the water in the Roman Bath) was 
under cover the rain whith fell late in the eventing did 
not damp enjoyment. Alf’ the guests were ‘reteivetl in 
person by the Mayor and the Mayoress (Madame Sarah 
Grand). At the east end of the great Roman 
8.30 to 9.30 0’clock, the band of the 2nd Battalivit’ Argyll 


and Sutherland Highlanders (93rd Highlaidets), ‘with’ | 


pipers and dancers, played music by modern ‘composers’; 
and in the Pump Room a number of performers from the 
Palace Theatre gave a musical entertainmetit! At 9.30 
the Citizen House Players presented in the’ Old Punip' 
Room a picturesque series of costume sceries “entitled 
‘A Ballad of Bath Ghosts of the Eighteenth Century.” 
The first scene showed the Orange Grove at niglitfall in 
1704, the arrival of Richard Nash, and his acceptance of 
the position of Master of Ceremonies, rendered vacant by 
the death of Captain Webster, killed in a drunken brawl]. 
The second scene showed a ball in progress in the Grand 
Pump Room in 1728, with Beau Nash at the height of his 
power and prestige. The third scene introduced Richard 
Brinsley Sheridan, longing for a glimpse of Eliza Linley 
in the Vauxhall Gardens of Bath in 1772, and ended with 
their elopement. The fourth and last scene was set in the 
Orchard Street Theatre of Bath on the night, in 1782, 
when Mrs. Siddons made her farewell bow before leaving 
for Drury Lane Theatre. Among the illustrious characters 
present at the performance were Dr. Samuel Johnson, with 
Fanny Burney and Mrs. Thrale. After rendering an act 
of homage to the dead actor, David Garrick, Mrs. Siddous 
delivered a monody entitled ‘‘ Three Reasons for Leaving 
Bath,’? and the scene closed upon the great actress and 
her three children on the stage together. The representa- 
tion of the Bath Ghosts was repeated twice to large 
audiences later in the evening. From shortly before 
10 o’clock until after 1 a.m. there was dancing in the 
concert room of the Grand Pump Room to music by the 
Clifford Essex band. At dusk the Roman Baths (in the 
language of a programme drawn up and printed in admir- 
able taste) were “ illuminated by a thousand lights,’’? and 
charming views of the eighteenth century King’s Bath 
could be seen from the Terrace and Pump Room windows. 
In the Roman Museum many objects of interest found 
during the excavations were on view; also a case of flint 
arrow heads and implements found on Lansdown. On the 
North Terrace there was an exhibition of the wood 
engravings executed by Horace Gerrard for the Book of 
Bath, and in the West, North, and East Corridors were 
collections of water-colour drawings and acquatints of Bath 
and its neighbourhcod. Refreshments were served in the 
large marquee stretching from Stall Street to the Abbey, 
and on the Terrace. ; 

The fine set of rooms, permanent and temporary, arranged 
for the Mayor’s reception on Wednesday was again in use 
on Thursday evening for a delightful Reception given by 
the Bath Division of the British Medica! Association. 
The guests were received on arrival by Dr. and Mrs. 
Dupont. 
Pump Room by Mrs. E. Hobday, pianist; Miss Jean 
Robley, violinist ; and Miss Molly O’Moore, soprano. From 
10.30 o’clock a dance was held in the concert room, where 
the Clifford Essex orchestra again played excellent music, 
and for those to whom dancing appealed less than cards 
bridge tables were provided in the drawing room and 
smoking room. 

The last evening entertainment was a ball held at the 
Assembly Rooms by invitation of the Ladies Executive 
Committee. Brief reference to this enjoyable occasion will 
be found among the paragraphs headed ‘ Ladies’ Enter- 
tainments.”” Our information on this point is not first 
hand, but we have been led to believe that the dancing 
went on that evening to an even later hour than on 
Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday, from which the success 
of the ball given by the ladies of Bath may be judged to 
have been complete. — 


ath, from, 


varied character. 


A very good concert was provided in the Old - 


Gala Performances. 

Other evening entertainments, all attended by as many 
people as could possibly be got into the space available, 
were the gala performance at the Palace Theatre on 
Monday, July 20th, and a representation of Bernard Shaw’s 
play, The Doctor’s Dilemma, on Thursday, July 23rd, by 
the Lena Ashwell Players at the Theatre Royal. Medical 
Freemasons were entertained on the evening of Friday, 
July 24th, at the Masonic Hall, Old Orchard Street, by 
their Bath brethren, who gave a demonstration of the work- 

ing of a Lodge of Ancients in 1760. : 
The evening entertainment offered at the Spa Hotel on 
‘the Saturday of .the Representative Meeting was of a 
Those who came early welcomed the 
_ opportunity of seeing a demonstration by the London Team 
of the English Folk Dance Society before proceeding, 
‘according to inclination, to the dance or the smoking 
concert. 
‘diverted to the concert, remained there throughout the 
evening, held by the unusual excellence of the programme 
provided by: Miss Valarie and Mr. George Christopher, 
‘Miss Dorothy Reid, Mr. E. H. Head, and Mr. L. E. C, 
Baker of the Bath Operatic Society, together with Mr. 
Thomas and -Dr. Ray Edridge. The spontaneity and vigour 
of their rendering, and their happy selection of old 
favourites and unexpected and original diversions, were 
warmly appreciated by the guests. : 
Lapies’ ENTERTAINMENTS. 

From the opening of the Club in Queen Square on the 
first day of the Representative Meeting the provision made 
for the comfort and entertainment of ladies attending the 
meeting was of unvarying excellence, and the Ladies’ Com- 
mittee is to be congratulated on the success of its organiza- 
tion. In spite of the fact that Mrs. Donald Ackland, M.B.E., 
honorary secretary of the Ladies’ General and Executive 
Committees and also of the Dinners and Receptions Sub- 
committee, was prevented by the grave illness of Mr. 
Ackland from taking an active share in the final execution 
of the arrangements she had so ably planned, and that her 


place had to be filled at the last moment by Miss Kathleen — 


Harper, who was already fully employed as secretary of the 
Social Club, there was no hitch in the arrangements from 
beginning to end of the meeting. 

The Social Club, with its inquiry bureau, bridge room, 
drawing rooms, and rest and dressing rooms, invited to 
pleasant extravagance by the attractive furnishing and 
decoration carried out by firms whose names are household 
words in the West Country; it proved a most convenient 
centre whether for rest and refreshment or as a starting 
point for the various excursions. ; 

Of the special entertainments provided, including visits 
to the chief features of interest in the neighbourhood as 
well as in Bath itself, and of the private and _ public 
hospitality offered on so lavish a scale, it is impossible to 
speak in detail, but special mention must be made of the 
Ladies’ Dinner on the first night of the Representative 
Meeting. The guests were received at the Spa Hotel. by 
Mrs. F. G. Thomson, who welcomed them to Bath, hoping 
they would enjoy a very happy holiday, and make the 
fullest use of the Ladies’ Club and of the facilities s9 
willingly placed at their disposal by the people of Bath. 
The service of dinner at small tables, each presided over by 
a ‘hostess, ensured an informal and enjoyable evening, 
which was further enlivened by a varied selection of music. 

The opportunity of watching a demonstration of Morris 
and country dancing, given by the London Team of the 
English Folk Dance Society in the Sydney Gardens on the 
afternoon of July 18th, was keenly appreciated. The dis- 
play was given under ideal conditions before a large and 
enthusiastic audience, which included many children. The 
trees and lawns of the gardens afforded just the right 
setting for the rhythmic movements of the dancers to the 
music of piano and violin. Altogether the display was one 


of which Cecil Sharpe himself might well have been proud. 

- At the Ladies’ Ball—when Mrs. Langdon-Down, at the 
request of Mrs. Bolam, who had already left Bath, presented 
Mrs. F. G. Thomson with a bouquet and a bag on behalf 
of the ladies attending the meeting—an occasion was found 


Some, indeed, who came to dance, and were ° 
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for expressing the thanks of the visitors to the Ladies’ Com- 
mittee, and especially to its President, for all the labour 
and thought which had contributed to the striking success 
of the special programme arranged for their entertainment. 

A full programme of sports and games for ladies during 
the week of the meeting had been arranged with much care 
and skill by a special Ladies’ Sports Subcommittee. 


EXCURSIONS. 
A NoTeworTHY feature of the meeting was the number and 
variety of the excursions arranged for the afternoons. The 
list of the places of interest visited during the course of the 


meeting (and a bare list must suffice) is eloquent testimony, |: 


to the foresight and care which found means to provide for 
every taste and interest—a foresight and care equalled only. 
by the general success of the arrangements made, and the 
pleasure given to all concerned. The beauty of the country 
itself, the charm of the Wilts and Somerset villages amongst 
which Castle Combe, in its wooded hollow, and Lacock, with 
its timbered houses and mullioned windows, stand out. as 
typical; the historical associations and architectural interest 
of the great houses; the churches, in so many of which the 
inspiration of the mother Abbey of Bath may be clearly 
traced; and the varied industries of the district alike con- 
tributed to so happy a result. Beyond all this, the warmth 
of the hospitality extended on every side to members of the 
Association will long remain a grateful memory. The 
weather also was kind to garden parties at Longleat, the 
Palace at Wells, Ashwicke Hall, and Newton Park, to 
name some amongst many. 

The beauty of Messrs. Blackmore and Langdon’s nurseries 
at Twerton can be appreciated, not only by those who 
actually visited them, but by all who enjoyed the wonderful 
display of flowers at the Mayor’s Reception. The prime 
source of ** Gold Flakes ’’ at Bristol needed no recommenda- 
tion to a medical audience, and industry made the Associa- 
tion equally weleome at the Somerdale chocolate factory, 
where music by members of Messrs. Fry’s staff was a feature 
of the entertainment provided; at the Pitman Press, at the 
Bath Aircraft’s cabinet factory at Twerton, and at Messrs. 
Stothert and Pitt’s great engineering works, where all 
departments are happily fully employed in spite of the 
prevailing trade depression. 

It was fitting also that the schools of the Bath district 
should take part in the entertainment offered. The heads 
of the Benedictine Community at Downside ~ Abbey, 
with its great modern public school, of the Wesleyan 
Foundation at Kingswood, daughter and successor of the 
original Kingswood founded by John Wesley, of Prior 
Park College, where these latest guests must now take 
their place in memory with those ‘“‘ most substantial 
shadows ’’ of Pope, Fielding, and Pitt, and of the Lyn- 
combe Hall School for Backward Children, all gave generous 
hospitality. Nor must the entertainment offered by the 
Trowbridge Division at Bradford, by the Savage Club at 
Bristol, by the Oxford Division at Queen’s College, by Dr. 
Willcox at Glastonbury, and by Dr. and Mrs. Bristowe at 
Wrington, pass without mention. 

Different memories will stand out most clearly for each 
individual, but some must be given a place of honour by 
all, and amongst these the great Gothic West Front of 
Wells Cathedral; the towering heights of the Cheddar 
Gorge, and the delicate freaks of decoration in its caves; 
the quiet beauty of the terraced gardens at St. Catherine’s 
Court ; the Avon Gorge, seen from the Suspension Bridge or 
Clifton Downs; and Glastonbury, the yet beloved vale 
of Avalon, will surely remain, together with the Tithe Barn, 
the Saxon church at Bradford-on-Avon, and the Mass 
Chapel on the beautiful old bridge there. 

The last Saturday was, as usual, given up to whole-day 
excursions, and again a generous choice of direction was 
allowed, parties visiting Bournemouth, by way of Salisbury 
and Shaftesbury; Oxford, by Malmesbury and Fairford; 
Tintern, the Wye Valley, and the Forest of Dean; Mine- 
head, Exmoor, and the Valley of the Exe; and the New 
Forest, by way of Salisbury and Lyndhurst. 


Garpen Party at Great Manor. 
A party of fifty, composed mainly of those who had been 
taking part in the Medical Sociology Section, and led by 


Dr. C, E. 8. Flemming, the President of the Sectien, visitea 
Great Chalfield Manor on Friday afternooa, July 24th, by 
kind invitatiou of Major and Mrs. Robert Fuller. The 
Manor is a beautiful house; its predecessors date back to 
Domesday ; after a period of decadence it has been beau- 
tifully and reverentially restored by Major Fuller, who 
has furnished the house throughout in a most appropriate 
lmanner,., The party were received hy Major and Mrs. Fuller, 
and were first shown round the sheds which are devoted to 
the, production of milk under the most perfect conditions. 
This is one of Major Fuller’s hobbies, and has rightly placed 
him in the; forefront of the pioneers in providing a pure 
milk supply... The party, which contained many milk 
experts, saw the operation of milking, cooling, and bottling, 
and were much impressed by the excellence of the arrange- 


‘ments, After this the party adjourned to the garden of 


the shonse, where they were entertained to tea, and then 
Major Fuller gave a short but most interesting description 
of the house and of the families who had owned and occu- 
pied it. Finally the house itself was shown to the visitors. 
A vote of thanks to the hosts was moved by the Medical 
Secretary and heartily acclaimed by those present. 


ANNUAL EXHIBITION. 
[First Norice.] 
In this review of the 86 stands at the Annual Exhibition 
held during the Meeting at Bath no attempt is made to 
catalogue everything that was to be seen. We have merely 
selected for brief comment some of the newer or more 
interesting objects shown by each exhibitor. 


Chemical and Pharmaceutical Preparations, 

The first of the stands devoted to chemical and pharma- 
ceutical preparations which met the visitor’s eye on entering 
the Exhibition was that of Burroughs, Wellcome and Company 
(Snow Hill Buildings, E.C.). The exhibit embraced several 
recent additions to the list of ‘‘ tabloid ’’ products, including 
iodicin, which is iodine on a chocolate base, offered for the 
treatment of goitre in children. A new member of the arseno- 
benzol series also appeared under the name of ‘ kharsulphan, 
to be given hypodermically or intramuscularly. A section of 
the exhibit was devoted to organotherapy, and the various 
stages from the fresh gland to the tabloid product of the 


desiccated gland substance were demonstrated. ~ 
r 


The stages in the manufacture of this firm’s 
were shown in the same way. apt - 
Gland products were also the principal exhibits at the stand 
of the New York chemical house, G. W. Carnrick Company, 
whose London distributors are Brooks and Warburton, Limited 
(40, Lexington Street, W.). One of these substances was the 
pluriglandular tablet called hormotone, and another the pancreas 
product trypsogen. Emphasis was laid in displaying these and 
other products upon the care taken in every manufacturing 
rocess. 
y Among the preparations exhibited by Parke, Davis and Com- 
pany (50, Beak Street, Regent Street, W.) was dibromin, a 
crystailine substance containing a large percentage of bromine, 
and used in dilute solution for dressings, irrigations, douches, and 
gargles. There was the usual exhibit of adrenaline and its various 
combinations ; also of “‘ neo-protosil,”” or silver iodide in colloidal 
combination, offered in various forms, and of pituitrin and 
other products. A selection was also made from the series 
of vaccines prepared in the department for therapeutic inocula- 
tion, St. Mary’s Hospital, for which products this firm is the 
distributing agent. 
Allen =! Rakes, Limited (Bethnal Green), in addition 
to an exhibit of surgical instruments (to be separately noticed), 
showed numerous laboratory preparations, including a selection 
of therapeutic serums and vaccines issued by the Lister Insti- 
tute. Protein therapy products were shown, and also a purified 
colloidal kaolin prepared by electro-osmosis. The well known 
foods for infants were once again on view, together with the 
supplementary food bynotone, a granular powder containing 
among other ingredients bone marrow and yeast extract. 
Another comprehensive display of fine chemicals and medicinal 
preparations appeared at the stand of Boots Pure Drug Com- 
pany, Limited (Nottingham). It included insulin, pituitary 
extract, and gonococcal vaccines, a score of fine chemical 
preparations, and a wide range of compressed tablets of drugs. 
This stand, like those already mentioned, illustrated the in- 
genuity of the modern chemist, not only in working out sub- 
stances, but in preparing them for exhibition and use in 
convenient and attractive forms. ' 
Yet another exhibit of fine medical specialities appeared 
under the name of A. and M. Zimmermann, Limited (3, Lloyd’s 


and of insulin 
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Avenue, E.C.). The newest preparation here was a gonococcal 
vaccine, to which the name arthigon has been given; among 
the older products were atophan (phenylchinolin-carboxylic acid) 
and its methylester (novatophan); the latter is tasteless, and 
is said to have the same therapeutic action and indications as 
the original product. Medinal and various other drugs figured at 
this exhibit, and a gold preparation (krysolgan) ferx@tdBerculosis. 

The British Dyestuffs Corporation, Limited, (Manghester), 
placed in the forefront of a most effective exhjbt two drugs 
‘sup 36” and “sum 36. J. E. R. Mc ecéntly 
described in these pages (April 4th, 1925, p. 654) the develop- 
ment of these drugs from arseno-benzene, bismuth, and man- 
ganese preparations, and their use in the chemiotherapeuiic 


treatment’ of. gonorrhoea.’ Both drugs were magia, 
‘o 


McDonagh’s instigation by Mr. Fairbrother of this Corporation. 

The business of the chemist is not only to produce drugs 
but to ensure their efficient administration, and Oppenheimer 
Son and Company, Limited (Queen Victoria Street, E.C.), 


— 


Jeyes Sanitary Compounds, Limited (64, Cannon Street, 
E.C.), had their familiar cyllin products, which now run into 
a long list, and include, in addition to preparations for imme. 
diate medical and surgical use, soaps, powders, gauze, and 
sanitary towels impregnated with 5 per cent. cyllin. 

One came again upon the refreshing bower of Eno’s Fruit 
Salt, but at this time of day that effervescent laxative needs 
no description. 

(Z'o be continued.) 
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showed their cocoids, small pastilles containing standardized 
quantities of medicaments incorporated into a sweet base; their - 
ged in which the medicaments are in a finely powdered 
orm without excipient; and their hypodermic tablets, moulded 
but not compressed, and therefore readily soluble in the barrel. 
of the syringe. Among the other objects shown here was a. 
inhaler, a very simple and effective applianze. “ete 

At the exhibit of Hoffmann-la Roche Chemical Works, Limited-| 
(Idol Lane, E.C.), attention was principally drawn to chocolate 
tablets containing a small but definite amount of iodine in 
organic combination. Tablets like these have been used as 
a routine prophylactic measure in schools in Switzerland in 
goitrous districts, and are now, it was stated, being used for the 
same purpose in certain parts of England. Another exhibit 
here was an ampoule-syringe, comprising syringe, needle, and 
solution in one unit, ready for instant use. 

An ultramicroscope at the stand of Burgoyne, Burbidges and 
Company, Limited (East Ham), invited the visitor to examine 
the very vigorous brownian movement of certain colloids 
(Cooper’s medicinal colloids) which this firm was making its 
principal exhibit. The range included silver, iodine, manganese, 
and sulphur colloids, the last for bath medication as well as 
for internal administration. Among the other preparations 
shown by this firm was carbon tetrachloride: for the treatment 
of hookworm. 

The brownian movement was also demonstrated at the stand 
of Crookes Laboratories, British Colloids, Limited (Chenies 
Street, W.C.). Amongst the latest additions to the list of 
collosols was colloidal aluminium hydroxide, claiming to be 
of value in dyspepsia and also to serve as an astringent mouth- 
wash. Another interesting product was collosol ichthyol from 
a natural ichthyol of British origin. Ichthyol, the original 
sulphonated schist-oil preparation, was also the exhibit of 
W. Dederich, Limited (Dean Stanley Street, Westminster), 
where attention was called to the wide range of ichthyol in 
medical practice. 

At severai stands liquid paraffin was a principal exhibit. The 
Deshell Laboratories, Limited (150, Southampton Row, W.C.), 
concentrated on their petrolagar, an emulsion of liquid paraffin 
with agar-agar. This preparation appeared in,four forms—the 
first plain, for ordinary: cases of constipation, the second with- 
phenolphthalein, for chronic cases, the third in alkaline form, 
for cases of hyperacidity, and the fourth without sugar, for 
diabetes. The liquid paraffin nujol again appeared at the stand 
of the Anglo-American Oil Company, Limited (Albert Strect, 
Camden Town), also in a pleasantly flavoured form combined 
with agar so as to overcome the sbiediion some find to plain 
paraffin. Another preparation here was mistol, combining 
menthol, camphor, and eucalyptol with a mineral oil, for in- 
flammatory conditions of the nose and throat. Paraffin was 
also the entire exhibit of the Semprolin Company, Limited 
(Leather Lane, E.C.). Semprolin is a paraffin oil emulsion, 
offered as a vehicle for various therapeutic agents in toxaemia’ 
and gastro-intestinal disorders. The firm also showed an 
emulsion containing certain additions to make it suitable for 
infants needing a mild laxative and corrective. — 

Ferris and Company (Bristol) had general exhibits of pharma- 
ceutical preparations. Here, in addition to antiseptics and 
ointments, were shown some very convenient caddies and 
cabinets for surgical dressings. A wide range of preparations 
was also to be seen on the stand of C. J. Hewlett and Son, 
Limited (Charlotte Street, E.C.); they included various 
tinctures, creams, and lotions, a soft paraffin for intestinal 
lubrication, and some pluriglandular extracts. Lionel Cooper 
(14, Henrietta Street, W.C.) had a range of chemical products, 
the first place in which was given to a silicate of aluminium, 
claimed to be of physiological purity; it appeared a white, 
odourless, and tasteless powder. It: was advised for various 
intestinal troubles, and was said to have, on account of its 


purity, advantages over kaolin and similar products. 


A-¥UrtHerR Extraordinary General Meeting of the British 


Medical Association was summoned to be held at the Head 


Office, British Medical Association House, Tavistock Square, 
London, W.C.1, on ‘luesday, August 4th, 1925, at 2.30 p.m., 
to consider, and if thouglit fit to covfirm, the special resolu- 
tion. for alteration of Articles which was passed by thé 
requisite majority at the Extraordinary General Meeting 

eld in the Concert Hall, Grand Pump Room, Bath, on 
Friday, July 17tb, 1925. At the August 4th meeting the 
‘Chairman ot the Representative Body, Dr. H. B. Brackenbury, 
was jn the chair, but the necessary quorum not being present 
the meeting stood adjourned to ‘luesday, August 11th, 1925, 
atthe same place and hour, pursuant to By-law 54. 


_ By Order of the Council. 


ALFRED Cox, 
Medical Secretary. 


L. Ferris-Scort, 
Financial Secretary and 


August 4th, 1925, Business Manager. 


BRANCH AND DIVISION MEETINGS TO BE HELD. 


Care or Goop Hore (Western) Brancu.—A meeting of the Cape 
of Good Hope (Western) Branch will be held on Friday, August. 
28th, at 8 p.m., when there will be a symposium on the diagnosis 
of intracranial tumours, arranged by Mr. D. J. Wood. Among 
the speakers will be Dr. J. D. M. Claassens, Mr. F. F. Petersen, 


Dr. A. W. S. Sichel. 


Kent Brancu.—The quarterly re of the Kent Branch will be 
held on Wednesday, August 12th, at 3 p.m., by kind invitation of 
Dr. R. A. O’Brien, C.B.E., and the medical staff of the Wellcome 
Physiological Research Laboratories, at Langley Court, Beckenham. 
A demonstration will be given of the work of the laboratories in 
the preparation, control, and standardization of antitoxins, testing 
of extracts and toxins, injection of horses, etc. Tea will be kindiy 
provided. 


Meetings of Branches and Divisions. 


Assam Brancu. 

Tue proceedings of the Assam Branch at the annual meeting held 
in Jorhat on March 2nd have now been published. The President, 
Dr. E. T. Jameson, in his address, reported on the proposal which 
had been made a year previously for the manufacture of vaccines 
for the treatment of pneumonia by the Pasteur Institute in 
Shillong. The Assam Government and the director of the Institute 
had not found themselves able to approve the suggestion, par- 
ticularly as such work had now been transferred to Kasauli. It was 
decided to approach the Calcutta School of Tropical Medicine, and 
the question was found then to be mainly one of expense. It 
now remained to be seen how the Indian Tea Association wouid 
view the matter, and whether it would be willing to risk the 
comparatively small expenditure in obtaining these vaccines, which 
might prove to be most beneficial. Approval was given to a sug: 
gestion made by that association that any grievances of newly 
arrived medical officers with regard to appointments should be 
submitted to the Council, with a view to negotiation and settlement 
with the agencies concerned. 

A very pleasant meeti of the Branch had been held at 
Dibrugahr in the course of the year. It was reported that con- 
siderable improvement had been brought about in the general 
circumstances of medical practiee in the tea gardens. Medical 
research work was, however, still handicapped economic con- 
siderations and by the ignorance and superstitions of the coolies, 
permission for post-mortem examinations being very difficult to 
obtain. The Pasteur Institute in Shillong had been of great 
assistance, but many problems still awaited investigation, m- 
cluding those of the Nagpur or Cachar sore, anaemias, epidemic 
ophthalmia, and acute gastro-enteritis.. Travelling laboratories 
might prove of the greatest assistance in the much needed study 
of these diseases. Dr. G. C. Ramsay contributed his impressions 
on some diseases of Assam, including the local circumstances which 


conduced to pneumonia, the mild nature of syphilis in Assam, 
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the serum treatment of bacillary dysentery, and the need of 
further medical research work. The address given by Lieut.- 
Colone! F. J. Parmer on the treatment of leprosy by metallic salts, 
of which an extract appeared in our columns of May 9th (p. 884), 
is printed in full, together with a summary of some typical cases. 
An account of present knowledge regarding the transmission of 
kala-azar in nature was contributed by Lieut.-Colonel 8S. R. 
CurisTOPHERS, Major H. E. Suortr, and Mr. P. J. Barraup, of the 
Kala-azar Commission. Dr. F. W. O’Connor described the use 
of the electrical sigmoidoscope in cases of amoebic dysentery in 
tea-garden practice. Dr. C. Srricktanp, professor of medical 
entomology in the Calcutta School of Tropical Medicine, delivered 
an address on the mosquito factor in the malaria of Assam, with 
special reference to»preventive work. 


Biruincuam Braycn: Bromscrove Divison. 
Tue annual meeting of the Bromsgrove Division was held at the 
Smallwood Hospital, Redditch, on July 22nd 
The following officers were elected for the ensuing year : 


Chairman, Dr. C. L. Hawkins. Vice-Chairman, Dr. E. Protheroe Smith. 
Secretary, Dr. H. Warburton Lewis. 


It was decided that arrangements should be made for clinical. 


lectures to be given to the Division durmg the coming winter on 
dates to be arranged, as far as possible, before Christmas, in 
order that the winter’s work should not cause small attendances. 
A vote of thanks to the house committee of the hospital for the use 
of the board room was passed unanimously. ‘The meeting 
terminated with tea. 


CamBRIDGE AND HuytinGpon Brancu. 

Tue eighty-first annual general meeting of the Cambridge and 
Huntingdon Branch was held on July 10th at Downing College, 
Cambridge, by kind permission of the Ssaters and Fellows. In the 
unavoidable absence of Dr. Stephens (President), Dr. ALpREN 
Wricut took the chair. The balance sheet was adopted. The 
newly elected President, Dr. E. Lioyp Jones, succeeded to the 
chair, and the following officers were elected : 

President-Elect, Dr. H. Hyslop Thomson. Vice-Presidents, Mr. W. H. 
Bowen, Dr. A. C. S. Waters. Honorary Secretary and Treasurer, Dr. 
G S. Haynes. : 

The President, Dr. Lloyd Jones, kindly entertained sixty 
members at luncheon in the College Hall, after which he delivered 
his presidential address on the. diagnosis of pulmonary tuber- 
culosis. On the motion of Professor Brapspury a vote of thanks 
to the President for his hospitality and for his instructive address 
was carried by acclamation. 


Mertropotitan Counties Branch: GREENWICH AND DeEpTrorRD 
Division. 

Tne Greenwich and Deptford Division held a garden party on 
July 8th, at Charlton House, 8.E., about 100 members and guests 
being present. After the reception by the chairman of the 
Division, the Rev. 8. D. Bhabha, M.D., the house (which is one 
of the finest examples of Jacobean architecture in the neighbour- 
hood) and the surrounding gardens, which were much admired, 
were carefully explored. Dr. Courtenay Lorp, Assistant Medical 
Secretary of the British Medical Association, gave an account of the 
new headquarters of the Association at Tavistock Square, and out- 
lined the benefits of belonging to a well organized powerful body 
such as the British Medical Association. He urged all non-members 
to join, and hoped that every medical practitioner in the Division, 
whether a member or not, would visit the new headquarters, 
where they would receive a welcome and assistance in any matter 
connected with professional life and practice. A vote of thanks 
to the Mayor and Borough Council of Greenwich for permitting 
the meeting to be held at Charlton House was moved by Dr. 
W. H. Payne; seconded by Dr. P. Quinn, and cordially agreed to. 
Dr. E. G. Annis, the medical officer of health, was asked to convey 
the resolution to the borough council. 


NorTHern Counties or Scottanp Bxancn: CAITHNESS AND 
SuTHERLAND Division. 
Tue annual meeting of the Caithness and Sutherland Division was 
held at Helmsdale on July 11th, when Dr. J. B. Srmpson was in 
the chair. 

The following officers were elected : 

Chairman, Dr. A, Dingwall Kennedy (Wick). Vice-Chairman, Dr. J. 
McLachlan (Dornoch). Honorary Secretary, Dr. A. Asher (Thurso). 

The meeting considered the Annual Report of Council for 
1924-25, also the Supplementary Report, and instructed the repre- 
sentative on various points in connexion therewith. It was not con- 
sidered desirable that the Association should take up the question 
of medical defence, as this was very ably managed at present by 
existing societies. Dr. Smumpson and the Secretary reported as to 
the meeting of delegates in London in connexion with the evidence 
submitted by the British Medical Association to the Royal Com- 
mission on National Health Insurance. . Dr. Smmpson reported on 
negotiations of the Highlands and Islands Subcommittee of the 
British Medical Association and the Scottish Board of Health, and 
intimated that the remuneration had been fixed at the same 
umount as last year; satisfaction was expressed with the settlement. 


Sourn Miptanp Branca. 
Tue annual meeting of the South Midlend Branch was held at 
Fenny Stratford on June 25th. Prior to the meeting the members 
were entertained to luncheon by the President-Elect, Dr. 
Bradbrook. 


Dr. J. D. McCrindie, M.O.H. Northampton, was, on the 
nomination of the Council, elected a member of the Council as 
representing the pubiic health service. 

Dr. Brapsroox, having succeeded Dr. Baxter in the chair, 
delivered his presidential address, entitled ‘‘ Medical men and 
matters of the past in South Bucks.” He spoke first of the 
unhappy circumstances in which he had become President, 
through the death of Dr. Benson, and mentioned several ex- 
presidents of the Branch who had died in the past year. He gave 
details of a great number of distinguished men, mostly Court 
physicians of the seventeenth century, who had been associated 
with North Bucks. The add-ess was listened to with great 
interest, and a vote of thanks to Dr. Bradbrook, proposed by 
Mr. Nasu, seconded by Dr. WickHaM, was carried by Ae one eg 

Sir James Berry gave an address. He began by questioning 
whether the adenoid operation was not done a little too often; it 
was new in his time, and he thought that under the present 
school system the tonsils and adenoids were taken out without 
sufficient indications, He protested against the routine perform- 
ance of enucleation of tonsils, and said that in his opinion it 
was often sufficient to slice the tops. Sir James went on to 
discuss the question whether an acute appendicitis should always 
be operated on when diagnosed. He pleaded for a better know- 
ledge of the pathology of the condition, and for a policy of 
expectant treatment in cases seen on the third or fourth day. 
He quoted some very interesting statistics by Love, surgical 
registrar of the London Hospital, purporting to show that in 
2, cases of appendicitis the mortality of those operated on on 
the third day was double of those cases operated on after a few 
days’ delay. He pointed out that the gross mortality of appen- 
dicitis had risen from 8,291 in the fives years 1901-05 to 12,418 in 
1916-20. He discussed whether this could be due to an increasing 
frequency of occurrence of appendicitis and left the question open. 
He compared the cases of an English Royal personage and a 
recent German president, contrasting the treatment and result. 
He quoted Sir Frederick Treves in favour of delayed operation, 
and Grey Turner of Newcastle as saying that the recurrent 
advocacy of delayed operation was always followed by increased 
mortality, and again his own early writings in favour of delayed 
operation. 

A lively discussion followed, in which eight members took. part. 
There was considerable difference of opinion as to the advisability 
of delayed operation, two members speaking very forcibly against 
the delayed operation and one in favour. Mr. Grirritn Nasu 
and Dr. Bone were strongly in favour of immediate operation. 
Mr. Nash gave statistics showing that the mortality since the 
cases were seen and operated on early had fallen in his hospital 
from 40 to 6 per cent., and gave his own private statistics of 244 
consecutive cases without a death. He deplored Sir James 
Berry’s paper, as he had been trying for years to get the general 
practitioners to send the cases into hospital early. Dr. Bone 
spoke to the same effect. He regarded the first day as better 
than the second, second than third, third than fourth, and so on. 
Dr. Brovcuton Baryrs questioned whether it was ever defensible 
to remove deliberately only part of the tonsil, and suggested 
that it were better to remove ten adenoids unnecessarily than to 
leave one pad to produce deformity. In his opinion many more 
cases were left which should be treated than were dealt with un- 
necessarily. Dr. MitxiGan spoke in favour of waiting operation on 
suitable cases of appendicitis. He pointed out that it was the 
younger generation of doctors who should have heard Sir James 
Berry’s address. Dr. Murray (Blakesley) spoke of appendicitis being 
less common in the last seven years than heretofore. Dr. Baxter 
said that appendicitis was increasing in frequency, and recently had 
been increasing very fast. Dr. Rosson spoke of the expectant 
treatment of appendicitis cdopted twenty-five years ago with 
very good results. In his opinion appendicitis was far less 
common then than now. The Prestpent said he had a very 
fortunate experience of having at first treated c2ses_ by expectant 
methods, and recently having hed all cases of eppendicitis operated 
on without being able to remember a single case of death. 

Sir James Berry replied, advocating his plea, and was able to 
point to Mr. Nash as an excellent example of a patient of his 
who had done extremely well on expectant treatment: though he 
devlored the fact that Mr. Nesh still had his appendix. 

Drring the discussion the President had tea served to the 
members. Thirty three members end three guests were present : 
18 from Northamptonshire, 10 from Bedfordshire, and 5 from 
Buckinghamshire. 


SoutH Mintanp Beprorpsuire Drvision. 
Tne annual meeting of the Bedfordshire Division was held at the 
Swan Hotel, Bedford, on July 15th. Previous to the_ meeting 
members were entertained to luncheon by the Chairman, Dr. G, T. 
Birks. The annual report for 1924, showing a membcrship of 89 
and a balance in hand of £7 17s. 1d., was adopted. The percentage 
of members to the total of the medical men in the area (excluding 
retired non-members) was 74.3, as compared with the average for 
England and Wales of 59.5. The Honorary Secreravy reported 
that he had attended the official opening of the new British Medical 
Association House on July 13th as representative of the Division. 
The following officers were elected for the ensuing year : 
i . H. N. Little (Dunstable). Vice-Chairman, Dr. W. L. 
Honorary Dr, E. R. Fasnacht (Bedford). _ 
The Division nominated Dr. F. 8. Lloyd, O.B.E. (Luton), for the 
presidency of the South Midland Branch for 1926. 

Dr. Farqumar Buzzarp gave an instructive address on some 
problems in prognosis, illustrating his remarxs by cases of» 
disseminated sclerosis, paralysis agitans, and neurasthenia. 
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Soutn Wares anp MonmovuTusHire Branch: Swansea Division. 
A meetine of the Swansea Division was held on July 9th. Instruc- 
tions were given to the representative to the Annual Meeting at 
Batn; the Annual Report of Council was discussed. It was 
decided to ask local members of Parliament to support the 
Summer Time Bill then before Parliament. ; 


Surrotx Branca. 

THe annual meeting of the Suffolk Branch was held at the Felix 
Hotel on July 17th. Dr. Asxiy, M.B.E., J.P., the new President, 
entertained about thirty guests to a luncheon. Two excellent 
papers were read : one by Sir G. LentHat Cueartwz, on pathological 
states of the breast and their practical significance; and one by 
Dr. C. M. Hrs Howe t, on encephalitis lethargica. The papers 
were very well discussed. Tea was served on the lawns of the 
Felix Hotel at the kind invitation of Dr. and Mrs. Askin. 


Yorxsuire Brancn: Huppersrietp Division. 


Art the annual meeting of the Huddersfield Division he 
15th the following dens were elected: 
Chairman, Dr. J. Raffan. Vice-Chairmen, Dr. R. 8S. 
Representative in Representative Body, hy heft” 
Park. Honorary Secretary and Treasurer, Mr. A. 
The annual report of the Division snowed that five meetings of 
the Division and six meetings of the executive committee had n 
held during the year, together with two general meetings with 
Local Medical and Panel Committees to consider the evidence sub- 
mitted by the Association to the Royal Commission on National 
Health Insurance. The report stated that satisfactory replies had 
been received from the parliamentary candidates for Huddersfield 
and the Colne Valley at the last general election regarding the 
British Medical Association policy. It was reported a that the 
fees for certification of Junatics and for midwifery had been raised 
by the board of guardians from 10s. to 21s. The social functions 
held during the year had been successful, and showed a credit 
balance, as did also the general fund of the Division, 


National Insurance. 


ROYAL COMMISSION ON NATIONAL HEALTH 
INSURANCE. 


EVIDENCE OF THE COUNCIL OF BRITISH 
OPHTHALMOLOGISTS. 

URTHER evidence on the vexed question of ophthalmi 
was heard by the Royal on 
Insurance from the Council of British Ophthalmologists. We 
have already given a summary of the evidence tendered by the 
Institute of Ophthalmic Opticians (SupptemEenr, July 4th 
Pp 10), which set forth the qualified opticians’ point o view, 

Vvidence of similar tenor was given by the Joint Council of 
Qualified Opticians and by the British Optical Association 
immediately before the evidence of the Council of British 
ogists, 

The witnesses who appeared in support of the evidence 
this last body were Mr. E. F.R.C.S., 
dent, Mr. J. Herbert Fisher, F.R.C.S., and Mr. 8. Mayou 
It ex that the council consisted of 
welve permanent members who were presidents or i- 
dents of the the Section Oph. 
thalmology of the Royal Society of Medicine, or the Oxford 
Ophthalmological Congress, and that ten members were elected 
annually from those bodies. 

_The council expressed the strong opinion that the exam.: »- 
tion of the eyes should be carried out by qualified medical 
practitioners. It approved and supported the recommenda- 
tions in this respect recently formulated by its subcommittee 
in conjunction with representatives of the British Medical Asso- 


ciation. Asked by the Chairman of the Commission (Lord 


Lawrence of ne whether the general practitioner would 
be acting improperly in advising a patient to go direct to an 
optician, Mr. Collins said that that must be left in a large 
measure to the es practitioner himself. If he accepted the 
responsibility of stating that the case was one which required 
only the care of an optician, he would be taking upon himself 
a very large responsibility. An optician might in some cases 
be capable of ascertaining the figures representing an optical 
defect, but the determining of the glasses which should be 
worn was quite another matter, and one which required 
medical as distinct from optical training. Asked whether he 
considered that there were sufficient medical practitioners 
versed in ophthalmic work to meet the requirements should 
this benefit be extended to the whole insured population, Mr. 
Collins said that his council had associated itself with the 
British Medical Association and the Ophthalmic Benefit Com- 
mittee in this matter. The British Medical Association had 
drawn up a list of some 500 ophthalmologists prepared to see 


ational Health - 


insured persons at a uniform fee of 1 guinea on behalf of 
approved societies. The supply would tend to increase 
with the demand. The Chairman asked what evidence there 
was of real danger which had arisen in consequence of the very 
common practice of going straight to an optician. Mr. Collins. 
replied that his council had plenty of evidence. which could be 
divided under three heads: overlooked disease, patients un- 
necessarily alarmed about their condition, and unnecessary. 
glasses frequently supplied. The Chairman said that earlier 
that day the Commission had received evidence from bodies 
representing the opticians to the effect that opticians were 
capable of acting as a court of first instance—if he might put 
it in that way—in 95 per cent. of cases. Mr. Collins answered 
that there the ophthalmologists must join issue. Miss Tuck- 
well, a member of the Commission, suggested that it would get 
over the financial difficulty if clinics were instituted where 
ophthalmologists could treat insured persons. Mr. Collins 
thought there would be insuperable difficulties to the adoption 
of a clinic system. He believed that the British Medical 
Association was against such clinics. The Association took 
exception to specialists doing work at the very cheap rates 
which clinic practice involved. He agreed that there was an 
established scale of fees for such specialized services in con- 
nexion with pensions work, but as to whether the British 
Medical Association was likely to take exception to a similar 
scale being applied in this wider connexion, “‘ you had _ better 
ask the British Medical Association that question.’’ Many 
other questions were put to the witnesses with regard to the 
adequacy of ophthalmology in the medical curriculum and there 
was a good deal of cross-table discussion on the competence of 
the optician. A characteristic passage was the following : 

Professor Gray: Are there any things or drugs which the 
optician may not use which you may use? . 

Mr. Collins: Drugs he should not use. 

Professor Gray: He tells us he does, I think. 


Mr. Fisher : He may do that, at his peril, I suppose. 
Professor Gray: What is the peril he does it at? 
Mr. Fisher: He might make the patient blind in twelve hours 


if he uses drugs unwisely. 

Professor Gray: But so might an ophthalmologist, of course, if 
he uses it unwisely. It comes back to wisdom there. . . . There 
is no special privilege which protects you in the way in which 
the optician is not protected? 

Mr. Fisher: No; I should think we are worse protected than 
they are because we are supposed to s a higher degree of 
skill, and if an error is made our liability is greater. 

The witnesses reaffirmed their opinion that if ophthalmic 
benefit were brought in under the Act there would be a 
sufficient number of capable men in the medical profession to 
carry out the requirements. 


EVIDENCE OF THE OPHTHALMIC BENEFIT 
COMMITTEE. 

The Ophthalmic Benefit Committee, which was stated to 
represent more particularly the younger members of the medical 
profession who had had post-graduate special training in eye 
diseases and were pl engaged already in the type of 
work which would be carried out under ophthalmic benefit, 
also gave evidence. The witnesses were Mr. H. L. Eason, 
chairman of the committee, Mr. G. H. Pooley, a member, 
and the late Dr. C. F. Harford, honorary secretary. 

The evidence of these witnesses was similar to that given 
by the Council of British Ophthalmologists : its general purport 
was that prescription by a qualified medical practitioner 
should be an essential in any approved scheme of ophthalmic 
benefit. They strongly supported Appendix III (Ophthalmic 
Benefit) of the statement of evidence of the British Medical 
Association. They thought there was some misunderstanding 
as to the supposed difficulty of obtaining sufficient ophthalmic 
medical practitioners, and they cited some recent developments 
in connexion with ophthalmology and the public services to 
show that there was an increasing availability of such 
practitioners. 

Some account of the practice of Continental nations was 
furnished by Dr. Harford. In France anything like examining 
and prescribing glasses by an optician was illegal and punish- 
able. In Belgium opticians were only allowed to supply 
glasses according to the prescription given by the patient’s 
doctor. In ripe ¢ he thought, patients went first to the 
specialist and then to an optician. In America, and he 
believed also in Germany, the practice was different; some 
of the British colonies also recognized what they called 
optometry. Asked by Professor Gray why in America so much 
more power had been given to opticians than was the case on 
the Continent, Mr. Eason replied, ‘‘ I can only say that the 
United States of America is the home of every quack. Any 
quackery you like flourishes better in America than in England.” 
Dr. Harford added that it was not only a question of quacks, 
but there were large numbers of medical schools in the States 
which were not up to the standard. 


Il 
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Mr. Eason put in documentary evidence—ia the form of 
letters—of a number of cases in which actual harm had been 
done to patients as a result of the common practice of going 
straight to the optician without the intervention of a medicai 
practitioner. Professor Gray said that it had been put to the 
Commission that the great bulk of the population had gone to 
opticians to g¢t treatment, and at the same time many of these 
people had bden under their insurance practitioners, yet there 
were no complaints against the opticians by the latter. Mr. 
Eason said that he and his colleagues could not speak for 
insurance practice; they could only speak for their own end 
of the machine, but they saw the mistakes and disasters which 
happened, and those were many. 

Some questions were next asked on remuneration. The 
Chairman supposed that the witnesses would desire the insurance 
practitioner to do the preliminary work within his present 
contract, the ophthalmic specialist to be remunerated by a fee, 
and the optician to be paid for the appliances according to 
a prescribed scale. Mr. Eason said that he would like to avoid: 
answering the first part of that question, because that .was 
a matter. for the British Medical Association, All that. he 
would say was that the ophthalmic specialist should be remuner- 
ated by a fee, and the optician paid for appliances. Asked 
whether the provision of clinics might not meet the financial 
difficulty as between treatment by an ophthalmologist and the 
ordinary services of an optician, he said that he did not think 
the specialist would ever take up clinic treatment under the 
Act. The grave defect in the clinic system was that it was 
a contract system whereby so many persons had to be seen 
in a session. Hé thought that this type of contract practice 
was not satisfactory in the case of a specialism. Dr. Harford 
also pointed out that in calculating the cost of the clinic 
system, the cost of administration and equipment must be 
taken into account, whereas under the system whereby oph- 
thalmologists whose names were on a list agreed to see insured 
persons at a uniform fee this cost would not arise. Comment 
was made by members of the Commission on the apparently 
inadequate number of ophthalmologists—some 580—on the 
list, covering the whole country, prepared by the British 
Medical Association. Dr. Harford said that the number and 
the map showing the distribution of these men were mis- 
leading, because many capable ophthalmologists were so sceptical 
about anything being done that they neglected to send in their 
names. He believed it would be found if the scheme materialized 
that most of the areas remaining vacant or sparsely served 
would be filled up. Mr. Eason added, in reply to further 
questions on the subject of clinics, that the question of clinic 
or no clinic was to him and his colleagues of secondary im- 
portance compared with the main point—namely, that of 
providing the best possible attention for the insured person 
when he went to the clinic or anywhere else. If this first 
point was accepted, the machinery could be devised. 


EVIDENCE OF THE CHARTERED SOCIETY OF 
MASSAGE AND MEDICAL GYMNASTICS. 


Evidence was also taken from the Chartered Society of 
Massage and Medical Gymnastics, for which Sir Cooper Perry, 
chairman of the council, and Dr. James Mennell appeared as 
witnesses. The proposal of the chartered society was that 
massage and electrical treatment should be included as an 
additional benefit to be provided by approved societies, when 
prescribed, for persons under the National Health Insurance 
scheme. The witnesses stated that over 5,400 masseuses and 
masseurs were now registered, and the majority were qualified 
to administer, under medical directions, the treatment by 
massage, remedial exercises, and medical electricity now so 
generally ordered for a variety of medical and surgical con- 
ditions. The growth of physiotherapeutic departments in 
hospitals was pointed to as illustrative of the increasing appre- 
ciation of these forms of treatment. The witnesses were of 
opinion that it should not be difficult, by the selection of suit- 
able cases, for this proposed benefit to recoup the expense of 
the treatment in the amount saved by the reduction of sick 
pay. In view of the number of hospital departments and 
clinics at which this treatment was already available, it would 
be easy to arrange for the treatment of insured persons, at all 
events in London and the large towns. In an appendix .to 
their evidence the witnesses added some testimonies from 
eminent orthopaedic surgeons and others to the value of this 
treatment and the increasing use of it. 

Sir Cooper Perry stated that those he represented believed 


that 2 per cent. of the insured population were likely to re- - 


quire this additional treatment. This estimate was based on 
the experience of two hospitals and one approved society, 
though he admitted that with extended facilities a progressive 
increase in the popularity of the treatment might be expected. 
It was estimated that the average cost per case would be 
£5 10s., and this, supposing that 300,000 persons received such 


treatment in a year, would work out at 2s. 24d. per head of 
insured persons. The people who required. massage were a 
pretty definite class. In very many cases the treatment was 
required in consequence of injuries, but he thought that the 
medical would outnumber the surgical cases. He agreed with 
a suggestion by Sir Humphry lleston that massage and 
gymnastic additional benefit might in many cases be advan- 
tageously combined with the additional benefit of nursing. 


The Royal Commission on: National Health Insurance, having 
held forty meetings at weekly or shorter intervals since October 
last for the hearing of oral evidence, has now adjourned until 
October next, when the final evidence from representatives of 
the Government departments will be taken, after which the 
Commission will proceed to consider its report. 


Proof copies of the oral evidence and the relative statements 
submitted at the meetings of June 25th and 30th, and July 2nd 
and 7th, 1925, may be obtained from H.M. Stationery ce, 
Adastral House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, on remittance cf 
cost (3s. for June 25th and 2s. 3d. for each of the three subsequent 
days), plus postage. 

Volume II of the Minutes of Evidence, covering the period 
from January 15th, 1925, to March 26th, 1925 (the thirteenth to 
twenty-third days inclusive), is now on sale in its final’ form, 
and. may: be obtained. from H.M. Stationery Office, or throug) 
any bookseller. Price 12s. 6d. and postage. 


LONDON PANEL COMMITTEE. 


At the meeting of the London Panel Committee on July 21st, with 
Dr. H. J. Carpare in the chair, Dr. I. C. Beach was appointed 
a member of the committee as representative of the women prac- 
titioners on the panel, and Dr. W. H. Payne, Dr. H. B. W. 
Morgan, and Dr. H. H. Mills were appointed to fill thre» 
vacancies on the committee. Fifteen members of the commitice 
were appointed to constitute a roster to accompany regional 
medical officers in the survey of prescribing which is at present 
roceeding under Article 37 of the Medical Benefit Regulations. 
he committee held it to be desirable that either the secretary 
of the committee or a member of the roster should accompany 
the regional medical officer when interviewing practitioners under 
this survey. 


Clearance of Lists.—A letter was read from the clerk of the 
Insurance Committee with regard to a recent resolution of the 
Panel Committee urging the general clearance of the lists of all 
practitioners in London. The letter stated that the subcommittee 
dealing with this matter was prepared to recommend a general 
clearance of all medical registers, but it understood from the 
Ministry of Health that owing to revisions in connexion with the 
work of the Central Index Committee it was desirable that the 
work of clearance should be commenced for the period of a year. 
The subcommittee was therefore of opinion that, pending sy:c') 
clearance, the present practice with regard to transferred lists 
should be continued—that is, that upon transfer the list should 
be examined and the successor should receive credit in respect of 
persons whose title to medical benefit was established. The Panei 
Committee expressed by resolution its view that the present 
practice with regard to transferred lists operated inequitably 
upon practitioners succeeding to practices and should di:- 
continued. It was also agreed that the Panel Committee shoul: 
approach the Insurance Committee with a view to a conference 
on the ‘retention of forms of medical record by practitioners 
succeeding to practices. 


Antédating of Certificates—The case was mentioned of a prac- 
titioner who was recently before the Medical Service Subcommittee 
on a charge of failing to attend and treat an insured person. 
During the hearing of this case it transpired that the practitioner 
issued a certificate stating that the patient was incapable of wor 
but. dated it two days earlier than his actual examination. When 
questioned with regard to this the practitioner said that he was 
allowed to antedate a certificate up to three days. The Ethical 
Subcommittee subsequently interviewed the practitioner and 
pointed out to him that cial certificates must not be antedated 
in any circumstances. Dr. Dugon asked whether it 
‘was correct that a certificate must not in any  circum- 
stances be antedated. He understood that according to the 
regulations it might be antedated twenty-four > hours. The 
Chairman pointed out. that there were on tho certificate 
two lines for dates. If a practitioner saw a_ patient on 
Monday and did not give a certificate before Tuesday he certi- 
fied that he had seen the patient on Monday and at the same 
time dated the certificate for the Tuesday on which he signed 
it; that was not technically antedating. Dr. V. 8. Partridge thougl.t 
that the sentence to which Dr. Dugon had called attention was 
misleading. The Chairman could not agree. It must be clearly 
understood that antedating meant dating a certificate earlier 
than one had actually seen the patient, and such antedating was 
not permitted in any circumstances whatever. After some 
further discussion it was decided that as there appeared to be 
a good deal of doubt in the minds of members with regard to 
the exact procedure to be followed in the dating of certificates an 
explanatory article should be published in the Panel Committee 
Gazette. 
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Habal and Military Appointments. 


ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE. 
SurGEoN CoMMANDEeRS J. and E, R. Townsend are placed on the 
retired list with the rank of Sur, Captain. 

Surgeon Commanders A. B. Clark to the Colossus; C. Ross to the 
Birmingham, and as Fleet Medical Officer from date of joining; A. H. 
Joy to the Constance, on recommissioning; R. Willan to the Benbow; 
R. ew to the Blenheim; L. A. Moncrieff to the Coventry, and as 
Squadron Medical Officer from date of joining; T. W. Myles, C.B., to the 
pang: | = Squadron Medical Officer; F. E. Bolton to the Egmont, additional 
for R.N. 
Pembroke, additional for R.N. Barracks, Chatham, temporary. 

The seniority of a - Commander G. P. Adshead is antedated to 
February 19th, 1918, with effect from July 8th, 1925. 

Surgeon Lieut..Commanders A. W. North to the Agamemnon; L. 8. 

, 0.B.E., to the Constance, on recommissioning; F. H. ad to the 

ueen Elizabeth; R. A. W. Ford to the Cairo; C. H. M. Gimlette to the 

Victory, additional for R.N. Hospital, and as instructor to Sick Berth 
Staff; J. J. Carroll to H.M. Dockyard, Devonport. 

Surgeon ‘Lieutenant H. A. M. Whitby to the Effingham. 

Surgeon Lieutenant C. Keating has transferred to the permanent list. 
A. Burns has entered as Surgeon Lieutenant for short service and 
pine = all to the Victory for R.N. Hospital, Haslar, for course of 


Roya. Nava VOLUNTEER RESERVE. 
_F, A. Metovghin, R. R. B. Roberts, and J. B. Hutchison entered as 
Probationary Su Lieutenants and attached respectively to the 
Cr Division, List 1; the Bristol Division, List 1; and the Scottish 
Probationar 


Su Sublieutenant H. O’Connor t Tgeon 


ty of May 28th, 1924, 


RoyaL AUSTRALIAN Navy. 
urgeon Commander L. Darby to the President for one month’s 
of at Medical Department, Admiralty. 


iain ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS. 
eu lionel C. G. Thomson, D.S O., retires on retired on account 
of ill health, July Ist, 1925. (Substituted for notification in the London 
Gazette, June 1925. 
Major and Brevet Colonel T. S. Coates, 0.B.E., to be Lieutenant-Colonel, 
vice Lieut.-Colonel C. G. Thomson to retired pay on account of ill health. 
Major G. 0. Chambers, M.C., retires, receiving a gratuity, and is 


C. Vidal, D.S.0., half- -A.M.C, 

at ot at health.” pay list, late R.A.M.C., retires on 
e followin ajors retire on retired : E. L. Moss, C.M.G., M.C. 

(and is ranted the rank of Colonel); E. Og AER (and is granted the 

rank of Lieutenant-Colonel); M. Keane, 0.B.E.; G. H. Rees. 

The following from the Regular Army Reserve of Officers to be tem- 
porary Captains: Lieut.-Colonel W. Owen-Prichard, and relinquishes the 
; Captain S. Pinion, and relinquishes the rank 

Captain J. Vallance, M.C., retires, receiving a gratuity, 
the rank of Major. 


ROYAL AIR FORCE MEDICAL SERVICE. 
P Senndoen Leader J. M. A. Costello, M.C., to R.A.F. British Hospital, 


Flight Lieutenants T. C. StC. Morton and E. N. romoted 
i eutenan . A. Hall to R.A.F. ital ; J. B. 
Woodrow to No. 41 Squadron, Duxford; 
to Inspector of Recruiting. 
i eutenant A. Henton relinquishes his tem 
on ceasing to be employed, and is pounitted to retain en 
Flying Sfiicer G. Clark is transferred to the Reserve, Class D2. 


REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 
SUPPLEMENTARY RESERVE OF OFFICERS: ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL Corps. 
Lieutenant W. S. Dawson to be Captain. ‘ 
— ~ og G. Henderson, late temporary Captain R.A.M.C., to be 
eu 


TERRITORIAL ARMY. 


RoyaL Mepicat Corps. 
to be Brevet Colonels: G, C. E. Simpson, 0.B.E., 


ajor._ A. Topping, la -M.C. aptain, with precedence 
from February 1918, and to relinquish of Major. 
Captain G. D. Y. R be Divisional Adjutant, 52nd 


University of Landon Contingent "(Senior Diviatony. 
University of London 0.T.C, 


ospital, Maita, and for specialist duties; F. L. Smith to the 


TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 
Royat ARMY MEDICAL Corps. 
Lieut.-Colonel (Brevet Colonel) W. Bowater, M.C., from active list, 
to be Lieutenant-Colonel (Brevet Colonel). 
Major E. J. Boome, T.D., from active list, to be Major. 
W. M. Robertson (late Lieutenant R.A.) to be Lieutenant. 


VACANCIES. 


CUMBERLAND INFIRMARY, Carlisle.—Two Resident Medical Officers (males), 
Salary at the rate of £155 and £135 per annum respectively. 

DersysHire County Councit.—Assistant School Medical Officer and Tuber- 
culosis Officer. Salary £650 per annum, rising to £800. 

Jersey GENERAL HospPitaL AND Poor Law InFiRMARY.—Resident Medical 
Officer. Salary £200 per annum. 

Liverroo. County BorovGH.—Junior Assistant School Medical Officer. 
Salary £600 per annum. 

Royat Free HospitaL, Gray’s Inn Road, W.C.1.—Casualty Officer. Salary 
£150 per annum. 

St. Perer’s HospitaL ror Stone, Etc., Henrietta Street, W.C.—House- 
Surgeon. Salary at the rate of £75 per annum. 

West Enp HospitaL ror Nervous Diseases, Gloucester Gate, N.W.—Senior 
House-Physician (male) for In-patients. Salary at the rate of £150 per 
annum. 


Certiryinc Factory SURGEON.—The appointment of Certifying Factory 
Surgeon for Maeste yoo is vacant. — to the Chief 
Inspector of Factories, Home Office, Whitehall, S.W.1. 


This list of vacancics is compiled from our advertisement columns, 
where full particulars will be found. 


To ensure notice in this , 


column advertisements must be received not later than the first | 


post on Tucsday morning. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Busn, W. H., L.M.S., S.A., Certifying Factory Surgeon for the Chumleigh 
District, co. Devon. : 

Doveat, Daniel, M.C., M.D. ee Honorary. Assistant Gynaecological 
Surgeon to the Manchester Royal Infirmary. : 

Mancuester Royal F. H. Smirk, MB., 
Ch.B., C. T. Marshall, M.B., Ch.B., N. Young, M.B., Ch.B., and L. 
Muckiow, M.B., Ch.B. House- Cc. F. Langford, M.B., Ch.B., 
N. W. Bolton, M.B., Ch.B., G. H. H. Booth, M.B., Ch.B., R. Wood, 

_ MB., Ch.B., and N. F. Seed, M.B., Ch.B. _House-Surgeon to Specs 
Department: H. Penman, M.B., Ch.B. Assistant in the Dermatological 
Department: P. B. Mumford, M.B., 


British Medical Association. 


OFFICES, BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HOUSE, 
TAVISTOCK SQUARE, W.C.1. 


Departments. 


BUBSCRIPTIONS AND ADVERTISEMENTS (Financial Secretary and Busines - 


MEDICAL ECRETARY Tams : 1secra estcen n 
Eprror, British edical Journal (Telegrams: ‘Aitiology Westcent, 


London). 

hone numbers of British Medical Association and British Medical 

9862, 9863, and 9864 (internal exchange, 
four lines). 2 

Gardens, Edinburgh. (Tele 


msh: 
ScotrisH Mepicat Secretary : 6, Dru 


grams: Associate, Edinburgh. Tel. : 


Ch.B. Clinical Assistant (Surgical): 


IntsH MEDIcaL SECRETARY: 16, South Frederick Street, Dublin. (Tele 


grams: Bacillus, Dublin, Tel. : 4737 Dublin.) 


POST-GRADUATE COURSES AND 

FELLOWSHIP OF MEDICINE AND Post-GRADUATE ICAL SSOCIA 
1, Wimpole Street, W.1.—Prince 4, Wales’s Hospital, Tottenham, N.15, 

; North-East London Post-Graduate College: Intensive Course in General 
Medicine, Surgery, and the Special Departments. | Daily. except Sat., 
10.30 a.m. till 30 p-m. Fee £2 All Saints’ Hospital, auxhal Bridge 
Road, §.W.1: Special Course in Urology consisting of Clinical Instruc- 
tion and Special Lectures. West-Eni Hospital for Nervous Diseases, 
73, Welbeck Street: Lecture Demonstrations illustrated by cases 
5 p.m. Mon., Varieties of Muscular Atrophy. | Tues., Reflexes in 
Health and Disease. Wed., Cerebral ey og Thurs., Sequelae 
Encephalitis Lethargica. Fri., Syphilis of the Nervous System. 


West LONDON HospitaL Post-GraDuUATE COLLEGE, Hammersmith, W.—Mon., 


‘m., Medical Out-patients. Tues., 12 noon, Chest Cases. Wed., 10 a.m., 
; edical Diseases ot Children. Thurs., 12 noon, Surgical Pathology. 
Fri., 2 p.m., Surgical Out-patients. Sat., 10 a.m., Medical Diseases of 
Children. Daily 10 a.m. to 6 Y aooe Sat. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., In- and Out- 
patients, Operations, Special partments. 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 
ha or inserting announcement of Births, Marriages, and 
9s., should be forwarded with the notice 
not later than the first post on Tuesday morning, in order to 
ensure insertion in the current issue. 
DEATH. 


Smiey.—On August 2nd, at Chips Croft, Alderley Edge, Cheshire, George 
"Smiley, 0.B.E., M.B., B.Ch,, Regional Medical Officer, Ministry 


of Health 
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; aptain G. J. Linklater, 0.B.E., from General Hospital 
— with precedence as from September 18th, 1915. 
‘ aptain H. Pinto-Leite te be Major (prov.). en 
Captain F. E. H. Keogh to be i. ul 
Captain E. M. Douglas-Morris, T.D., to be Maier (prov.). 
; Captain E. M. Jenkins is retire’ and retains his rank. re 
: To be Captains: Captain H. F. W. Adams a R.A.M.C.), with : ca 
possedenes as from February 17th, 1918; Captain J. P. J. Jenkins (late to 
.A.M.C, Special Reserve), with precedence as from June 3rd, 1919, 
: Lieutenant C. Alison resigns his commission and retains his rank. wl 
To be Lieutenants: Second Lieutenants H. W. M. Williams (late South A 
. Wales Borderers), H. E. Suter (late Middlesex Regiment), C. E. Fenton . 
and T. A. S. Samuel (late 15th London Rifles ea 
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